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CELEBRATE WOMEN'S HISTORY
MONTH WITH A BOOK FROM
SORA!
You have access to online and audio books through your Henry
County Sora account. You can access it through Classlink when
you log on to your computer. Sora also has an app that you can
download to read or listen from your phone. Check out the
highlighted selections below to celebrate Women's History
Month with a book.

FREE 1:1 TUTORIING THROUGH HENRY COUNTY
LIBRARY SYSTEM
The HCPL system has partnered with Tutor.com. Live 1:1 tutoring for Kindergarten through
college is available from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. You have to have a HCPL library card (which you
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can apply for online or in person). Click here to see more or
attend an informational webinar: https://henrylibraries.org/

NEW FICTION

THE MARCH CONTINUES COMMUNITY POEM
The Civil Rights Memorial Center is partnering with bestselling YA author Kwame Alexander
and the community to produce “A Community Poem,” a new exhibit that will be featured inside
the museum when it reopens later this year. You can be part of it by submitting an entry before
March 10th! Click here for details: https://www.splcenter.org/march-continues-community-
poem
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GIRL,
SERPENT,
THORN BY M.
BASHARDOUS
T
There was and there was not,
as all stories begin, a princess
cursed to be poisonous to the
touch. But for Soraya, who has
lived her life hidden away, apart
from her family, safe only in her
gardens, it’s not just a story.

As the day of her twin brother’s
wedding approaches, Soraya
must decide if she’s willing to
step outside of the shadows for
the �rst time. Below in the
dungeon is a demon who holds
knowledge that she craves, the
answer to her freedom. And
above is a young man who isn’t
afraid of her, whose eyes linger
not with fear, but with an
understanding of who she is
beneath the poison.

Soraya thought she knew her
place in the world, but when her
choices lead to consequences
she never imagined, she begins
to question who she is and who
she is becoming...human or
demon. Princess or monster.

THE COUSINS
BY KAREN
MCMANUS
Milly, Aubrey, and Jonah Story
are cousins, but they barely
know each another, and they've
never even met their
grandmother. Rich and
reclusive, she disinherited their
parents before they were born.
So when they each receive a
letter inviting them to work at
her island resort for the
summer, they're surprised... and
curious.

Their parents are all clear on
one point—not going is not an
option. This could be the
opportunity to get back into
Grandmother's good graces.
But when the cousins arrive on
the island, it's immediately clear
that she has different plans for
them. And the longer they stay,
the more they realize how
mysterious—and dark—their
family's past is.

The entire Story family has
secrets. Whatever pulled them
apart years ago isn't over—and
this summer, the cousins will
learn everything

EARLY
DEPARTURES
BY JUSTIN A.
REYNOLDS
Jamal’s best friend, Q, doesn’t
know he’s about to die . . .
again.

He also doesn’t know that
Jamal tried to save his life,
rescuing him from drowning
only to watch Q die later in the
hospital. Even more
complicated, Jamal and Q
haven’t been best friends in two
years—not since Jamal’s
parents died in a car accident,
leaving him and his sister to
carry on without them. Grief
swallowed Jamal whole, and
he blamed Q for causing the
accident.

But what if Jamal could have a
second chance? An impossible
chance that would grant him
the opportunity to say goodbye
to his best friend? A new
health-care technology allows
Q to be reanimated—brought
back to life like the old Q again.
But there’s a catch: Q will only
reanimate for a short time
before he dies . . . forever.
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NEW NONFICTION



SISTERS OF
THE WAR BY
RANIA
ABOUZEID
Since the revolution-turned-civil
war in Syria began in 2011, over
500,000 civilians have been
killed and more than 12 million
Syrians have been displaced.
Rania Abouzeid, one of the
foremost journalists on the
topic, follows two pairs of
sisters from opposite sides of
the con�ict to give readers a
�rsthand glimpse of the turmoil
and devastation this strife has
wrought. Sunni Muslim Ruha
and her younger sister Alaa
withstand constant attacks by
the Syrian government in rebel-
held territory. Alawite sisters
Hanin and Jawa try to carry on
as normal in the police state of
regime-held Syria. The girls
grow up in a world where nightly
bombings are routine and
shrapnel counts as toys. They
bear witness to arrests, killings,
demolished homes, and further
atrocities most adults could not
even imagine. Still, war does
not dampen their sense of
hope.Through the stories of
Ruha and Alaa and Hanin and
Jawa, Abouzeid presents a
clear eyed and page turning

A MOST
BEAUTIFUL
THING BY
ARSHAY
COOPER
Growing up on Chicago’s
Westside in the 90’s, Arshay
Cooper knows the harder side
of life. The street corners are
full of gangs, the hallways of
his apartment complex are
haunted by junkies he calls
“zombies” with strung out
arms, clutching at him as he
passes by. His mother is a
recovering addict, and his three
siblings all sleep in a one room
apartment, a small infantry
against the war zone on the
street below.

Arshay keeps to himself,
preferring to write poetry about
the girl he has a crush on, and
spends his school days in the
home-ec kitchen dreaming of
becoming a chef. And then one
day as he’s walking out of
school he notices a boat in the
school lunchroom, and a poster
that reads “Join the Crew
Team”.

Having no idea what the sport
of crew is, Arshay decides to

APPLE: SKIN
TO THE CORE
BY ERIC
GAINSWORTH
Apple: Skin to the Core, is a YA
memoir-in-verse. Eric
Gansworth tells the story of his
life, of an Onondaga family
living among Tuscaroras, and
of Native people in America,
including the damaging legacy
of government boarding
schools—and in doing so
grapples with the slur common
in Native communities, for
someone “red on the outside,
white on the inside,” and
reclaims it.
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account of the complex
conditions in Syria leading to
the onset of the harrowing
con�ict. With Abouzeid's careful
attention and remarkable
reporting, she crafts an
incredibly empathetic and
nuanced narrative of the Syrian
civil war, and the promise of
progress these young people
still embody.

take a chance. This decision to
join is one that will forever
change his life, and those of
his fellow teammates. As
Arshay and his teammates
begin to come together to learn
how to row--many never having
been in water before--the sport
takes them from the mean
streets of Chicago, to the
hallowed halls of the Ivy
League. But Arshay and his
teammates face adversity at
every turn, from racism, gang
violence, and a sport that has
never seen anyone like them
before.

PEACH AWARD NOMINEES
The Georgia Peach Book Award highlihgts the best current
young adult literature. Each year, a committee of school and
public librarians reads widely to choose a list of twenty
nominated titles. Then, young adults choose books from among
that list to read and rate. The books that earn the highest
number of readers and ratings become the Peach Book and
Honor Books. See this year's nominees here:
www.georgiapeachaward.org

RETURNING LATE BOOKS
Check your emails for late book notices. If you have books
from this year or last year that you still need to return, you can
leave them on the black cart in front of the fromt o�ce. Email
jennifersmith@henry.k12.ga.us with questions.

BROWSING APPOINTMENTS
AND CURBSIDE PICKUP
The media center isn't open to students on pass at this time.
However, if you can still request them for classroom delivery
when we are back on a hybrid schedule. If you are a remote
learner, you can make a request for curbside pickup. You can
visit the media center's webpage to schedule either one.

Media Center Appointment and Pickup Webpage
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